
C a f é 
5 7 
is a petite café nestled directly below the Metra 

Electric District rail. A favorite of locals, 
Café 57 is in the perfect location to slip into 

be- fore boarding the train for a steaming cup of 
In- telligentsia Coffee and a tasty pastry.

Belinda, a co-owner of the café, is known 
f o r her friendliness and welcoming attitude to-

ward patrons. She greets frequent customers 
b y name and keeps them coming back. Though 

there are only ten or so tables in the café, 
there is plenty of space to pull up a chair and spend a few hours working on that thesis or 
chatting with friends over a warm beverage. 

The café offers a small range of sandwiches, ice cream and bakery treats, but to be hon-
est, it’s all about the coffee. They serve a rich and delicious “Café 57 Blend” by Intelligentsia 
Coffee. Their lattes are made with fine Black Cat espresso, and they even fashion charming 
latte art in the foam upon request. 

The rumble of trains overhead blends with the relaxed alternative and euro-pop music 
floating from the ceiling speakers. The atmosphere is not so different from that of Star-
bucks, but it is personalized by the familiarity among the customers and the sense that this 
coffee shop is born of the community, not just a plant from a larger chain. Not to mention, 
given the choice between Starbuck’s coffee and Intelligentsia, Intelligentsia wins without 
question. 

Café 57 makes a cozy rest stop for those prowling Hyde Park’s neighborhoods seeking to 
either gain shelter from Chicago’s ceaseless wind or just to grab a cup of some of the south 
side’s best brew.

Café 57 is located at 1520 E 57th Street, and is open 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekends. 

Upon entering the Medici on 57th restaurant, first-time customers might be shocked to 
learn of its humble beginnings. Originally just a small coffee shop and art gallery behind the 
Green Door Bookshop, the building was purchased in 1962 by Hans Morsbach, and it has since 
grown into a full-fledged restaurant, bakery and deli. 

Due to its proximity to the University of Chicago, the Medici has long been a favorite haunt of students and intellectuals, including 
Chicago’s 1960’s anti-war protesters, the “Chicago Seven.”  

Customers will sense the Medici’s long-standing history, with exposed brick and wooden floors and tables enhancing the historic 
ambiance. Upon further inspection, patrons will find that every inch of wall, railing and tabletop have been inscribed upon by inumerable 
patrons throughout the years. Pi to the 80th decimal, the phrase “God is good” and a hot pink octopus decorate the surface of one table. The 
entire restaurant is a transcript of Hyde Park inhabitants of decades past. 

On the walls hangs an eclectic collection of paintings and drawings — 
one of mermaids, another of a bright green dining room, another depict-
ing colorful furry beasts. According to the waiter, over time the owners 
and employees themselves have donated these works from their personal 
studios.

The menu satisfies a broad range of palates, offering everything from 
basic burgers to fine lasagna to savory omelets served during weekend 
brunch hours. The service is speedy, and the staff is friendly, attentive and 
eager to please. The food is of good quality, and it ranges in price from a 
tasty deli sandwich for a little over seven dollars to a gourmet steak and 
fries for close to 20. For a true taste of Hyde Park history, Medici on 57th 
is a great place to grab a bite.

The Medici on 57th restaurant is located at 1327 E. 57th Street, and is 
open Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m., Friday from 11 
a.m. to midnight, Saturday from 9 a.m. to midnight and Sunday from 9 

a.m. to 11 p.m.

There are many thrift stores located in and around 
the Chicago area, but there are not many that donate 

the proceeds to charity. Encore Resale Shop is one such 
store, owned by Hope for Chicago, a Christian organiza-

tion aimed at fostering justice, peace and mercy throughout the neighborhoods of Chicago. 
Encore originated as the brainchild of Wheaton College sophomore Grant Hensel, a resident of Hyde Park. The shop opened its 

doors one year ago and has since been working to create a profit for Hope for Chicago. 
All of the clothes at the shop are from donations, though many of the donated items are passed directly to the Salvation Army. 

Only the pieces in the best condition are set out for sale. 
Though the selection is smaller than that of many thrift stores, the clothes are of good quality. Shoes, outerwear, jeans and all other 

types of apparel can be found for very reasonable prices — for instance, a cardigan in fine shape priced at $5 and a nearly new dress 
at $8. 

Encore is in a perfect spot to drop by when going or coming from Hyde Park, just steps away from the 51st and 53rd Metra Elec-
tric District stop. As with any thrift store, one may or may not find anything of interest, but it is always worth checking to see if they 
happen to have that perfect mustard yellow cardigan or those lightly scuffed Converses for far below full price. 

Encore Resale Shop is located at 1553 E. Hyde Park Boulevard, and is open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Stroll along 53rd Street and slip into Hyde Park Records. Though it may look a little rough on 
the outside, once inside customers will discover an excellent resource for CDs, DVDs and of course, 
records. 

Hyde Park Records possesses an impressive selection of jazz and soul music, though they do offer 
many other genres. Hip-hop blasts from the speakers, setting customers at ease to flit through the 
racks of LPs. Rather than 
the pressured, somewhat 
snobbish environment of 
many hipster-run record 
stores, which might turn 
up their noses at anyone 
unable to name a track by 
T. Rex, Hyde Park Records 
offers a much more chill, 
easy-going atmosphere. 

The shop has been in 
Hyde Park for about 35 
years, and anyone can tell 
it fits in with the neighbor-
hood’s ethnically diverse 
culture. The jazz, soul and 
blues records are perfect 
for students who cannot 
take another pop record 
spun off by some big pro-
ducer hoping to suck $15 
out of a few pre-teens’ pockets. Many of the disks at Hyde Park Records are at a discounted price, cost-
ing only five or so dollars, while the few newly minted CDs they offer cost a little over ten. 

For students wishing to expand their DVD collection, inexpensive movies can also be found for sale, 
costing between five and eight dollars. 

Hyde Park Records is located at 1377 E. 53rd Street, and it is open 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. every day.
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Friday, October 28
Haunted Tours at Navy Pier
Take an architecture tour of Chicago and 
learn all of its spookiest stories. Open 
through Oct. 30.
Navy Pier
Tickets: Start at $17.95 for children and 
$28.95 for adults | 6:45 p.m.

Halloween Java Jive 
Practice those swing dance moves at 
the University of Chicago’s Halloween 
themed dance, hosted by the Chicago 
Swing Dance Society.
Ida Noyes Hall
Tickets: Free | 8 p.m.

Dr. Seuss and the Art of Invention 
Visit the Museum of Science and Industry for 
their new exhibit focusing on the life and mind 
of one the world’s most creative men. Open 
through Jan. 8.
Museum of Science and Industry
Tickets: Adults, $5 plus $15 admission; ages 
3-11, $2 plus $10 | Various Times

Saturday, October 29
Family Weekend Concert 
Come hear a joint concert of the Wheaton College 
Concert Choir and Symphonic Band, presented by 
the Wheaton College Conservatory.
Edman Memorial Chapel
Tickets: $10 for adults; $5 for ages 3-18 & se-
niors; $15 family pass | 7:30 p.m.

Wheaton Improvisational Theater
Enjoy an evening of the hilarious antics of 
the improv groups on Wheaton’s campus.
Armerding Lecture Hall
Tickets: $1 | 7:30 p.m.

Talent Show
Come see some of Wheaton’s gifted 
students perform various acts of singing, 
dancing, comedy and other unique talents.
Edman Memorial Chapel
Tickets: $5 | 8:00 p.m.

Caroline Ryan
InterSection Editor

No Hyde Park experience could possibly 
be complete without a trip to Valois, a staple 
of the area for close to 40 years. Though un-
trained eyes might pass over this classic res-
taurant amidst the many other eateries in the 
area, they would miss a landmark of south 
side Chicago culture.

Valois is a cafeteria-style restaurant, so 
be prepared to step up with a tray and zoom 
down the line. Three cooks manning the hot 
grill work with speedy, effortless symmetry, 
slapping down hash browns or French toast 
as soon as they are ordered. The cooks are 

a little gruff and expect customers to know the system, so a demanding, 
“What do you want?” is a common phrase behind the counter. 

The snappy mood of the diner only adds to Valois’ charm, however. This 
is no Grandma’s kitchen, serving hot bread pudding every hour — it is an 
urban cafeteria, serving eggs and bacon in five minutes or less. Patrons can 
fill their tray and slurp their coffee to the sound of the cooks’ chatter, bacon 
sizzling and locals enjoying breakfast with friends.

Those unsure what to order can look to the “Obama’s Favorites” menu 
and select from the list of Mr. President’s choice dishes. One incredible 
aspect of Valois’ menu is the price. A ham and cheese omelet rings up at 
$4.45, and French toast is only $3.10. Va-
lois offers McDonald’s prices with twice 
the character and half the grease. 

The food is tasty, hot and served up 
swiftly. While the coffee is a bit weak, 
it is not terrible for the $1.30 price tag 
with free refills. 

Students planning a day in the city 
can fuel up at Valois before exploring 
the south side. It is not gourmet and it 
is not pretentious, but it does provide a 
taste of urban dining at a price that is 
hard to beat. 

Valois Restaurant is located at 1518 
E 53rd Street, and is open from 5:30 

a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. 
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Wandering down 57th Street, 
shoppers may catch the scent of musty 
books and untold stories wafting from 
an old brick building with a crate of 
crinkled paperbacks by its doorstep. 
Those who follow their noses through 
that door will discover Powell’s Books, 
the home of thousands of works of 
used and rare literature. 

Though it appears to be a small 
store from the outside, the interior is 
surprisingly spacious, and it is packed 
with full shelves on a myriad of sub-
jects. Weaving through, customers 

will discover the adjoining rooms and an unexpected basement section. The books are 
organized by topic, making it simple to navigate the stacks. 

Though discounted modern fiction and children’s books can be found among Pow-
ell’s stock, they specialize in medieval studies, classics and critical works. English and 
Philosophy majors will definitely enjoy checking out Powell’s, since it boasts of an 
impressive inventory of philosophy books. In fact, Powell’s is the only North American 
distributor for Oxford University Press’ hardcover reprints of works of ancient history, 
classics, medieval studies and philosophy. 

Powell’s Bookstore is an excellent resource for any student, but it is also an experi-
ence that no book lover would want to miss. Browsing through literature on countless 
topics, enjoying the quiet atmosphere and smelling the scent of aging books makes for 
a fine Saturday afternoon for any student of the liberal arts. 

Those who have not yet recovered from Borders’ demise and are seeking other 
bookstores to get their fix might want to also check out a few other options in the area, 
such as O’Gara and Wilson, Chicago’s Oldest Used Bookstore right across the street 
from Powell’s, known for their rare and antique book collection. Also of note, located 
just down the street is 57th Street Books, a popular below-ground shop that offers 
many current publications. 

Powell’s Bookstores Chicago has two locations, one at 1501 E. 57th St. and another 
at 2850 N. Lincoln Ave, both which are open from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. 

Note: This review was written specifically for the 57th St. location.
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Students returning 
to campus can either 

hop on the train at the 
55th/56th/57th Street 

Metra stop, or else board at 
the 51st, 53rd/Hyde Park 

Metra stop and ride back to 
Millenium Park. From there, 
they can stroll west through 
the Ogilvie Transportation 

Center to take the next train 
west to College Ave. Though 

it is a bit of a trek out to 
Hyde Park, those willing to 

make the trip will not be 
disappointed with the great 
restaurants, shops, museums 

and parks it has to offer.
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Though it does require venturing out of the loop, Hyde Park is just one short train ride away 

from Millennium Park. Walking east from Ogilvie Transportation Center, students need only board the 
University Park Metra where Van Buren Street dead ends at Millennium Park, just south of the Chicago Art 
Institute. In fifteen minutes, students will find themselves at the 51st/53rd Hyde Park Metra stop. Here they 
can disembark the train and enjoy the beautiful, historic neighborhood.

Aside from the highlights listed below, Hyde Park is also home to the Museum of Science and Industry, 
the Frank Lloyd Wright Robie House, the DuSable Museum of African American History, the Hyde Park 
Art Center, the University of Chicago and President Obama’s private residence. Any of these landmarks can 

easily fill a day trip to Hyde Park, so board the train down to the south side and enjoy!


